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SUDVERS-GROUP on Track with Succession

The succession of Manfred Karle, owner and CEO of the SUDVERS-GROUP, a top-ten German insurance broker and financial
service provider, has been officially initiated. Forty-seven percent of the company’s shares were transferred to Manfred Karle’s
son, Florian Karle, as of January 1, 2008.

Florian Karle (CEO, SUDVERS-GROUP) has worked for SUDVERS since completing his studies in economics in Stuttgart,
Germany, eleven years ago. He is active in prospecting and cultivating major clients, manages important aspects of the
company’s finances, and is member of the board of the international network WBN. He is also in charge of personnel
development.

“I am proud that we were able to reach an agreement on my succession, and | am grateful that my son, Florian, and my daughter,
Nina Hartmann, have always conducted themselves with integrity,” Manfred Karle says.

Dr. Martin Beste and Michael Verhasselt strengthen the SUDVERS-GROUP’s Management Team.

With the addition of two managing directors, the SUDVERS-GROUP is well equipped to face 2008. Dr. Martin Beste has been in
charge of national and international sales for the Group since October 1, 2007. Concurrently, Beste will also take on the position
of managing partner for SUDVERS Kiefhaber in Vienna, Austria.

On February 1, 2008, Michael Verhasselt will take on a broad range of responsibilities for the entire Group and will also become
director of the SUDVERS subsidiary in Freiburg, Germany. His new role could be summarized under the heading “actuarial
practice.”

Founded in 1948, the owner-operated SUDVERS-GROUP is one of the ten largest industrial insurance brokers in Germany. The
company has been on an expansion course for decades. Twenty-seven new employees joined the company in 2007 alone.
Alongside its headquarter in Au/Freiberg, Germany, the company has seven other offices in Germany and Austria. Further
international acquisitions are planned for 2008. With the addition of new personnel the company is primed to pursue new goals.

To contact Florian Karle: +49 (0)761 45 82 200 — florian.karle@suedvers.de

Am Altberg 1-3, 79280 AU BEI FREIBURG, Germany - www.suedvers.de

To contact Dr. Martin Beste: +43 (0)1 8777 000 70 — martin.beste@suedvers.de
Kopfgasse 7, 1131 VIENNA, Austria - www.suedvers.de

To contact Michael Verhasselt: +49 (0)761 45 82 275 — michael.verhasselt@suedvers.de
Am Altberg 1-3, 79280 AU BEI FREIBURG, Germany - www.suedvers.de

PRESS CONTACT : Dr. Andrea Kithne: +49 (0)761 45 82 103 - andrea.kuehne@suedvers.de
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